PEERAGE  TO THE  THIRD EDITION

IN the present edition the opportunity has been taken
so to modify a few passages as to remove certain incon-
sistencies between the first and second Parts, and also
to make a number of verbal changes in the direction of
greater accuracy. But the reader will remember that,
although no very considerable discoveries have been
made in the six years that have elapsed since the
appearance of the first edition, the literature of the
subject has been enriched in several directions. Pro-
fessor Maitland in the Introduction to the Placita in
Curiis Magnatum Angliae (Selden Society, 1889), and
Mr. Blakesley in the Law Quarterly Review (April, 1889),
have more than confirmed the suspicions here expressed
(p. 61, n. 99) as to the legal doctrine of manorial courts,
and, in particular, have shown good reason for believing
that the "court baron" was not of "primitive*' origin,
but the comparatively late result of the growth of free
tenure. Professor Paul Vinogradoff's Villainage in
England (Oxford, 1892) has east a flood of light on the
agrarian usages and the legal theories of the thirteenth
v fourteenth centuries. And Professor Gross's Gild